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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

Applicant's representative noted in his "remarks/arguments" section (2/17/09) of 
the RCE that the examiner appeared to note that including the word "positively" in the 
claims as a limitation would overcome the prior art rejections. This was not the case 
and the examiner made no statement assuring the claims as overcoming the prior art 
with the addition of the word "positively". The examiner noted that "Applicant seems to 
intend a means comprised by the cover or the padding which positively connects or 
locks the padding or cover to the ironing board. This is not positively recited in the 
claims." The following is submitted for applicant's consideration: 
CLAIMS 
Summary 

Claims 10, 11, 15, 1 6, 20 and 22 are the independent claims under consideration 
in this Office Action. 

Claims 1 2-1 4, 17, 18 and 21 are the dependent claims under consideration in 
this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out 
and distinctly claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 
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Claims 17 and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Referring to claims 17 and 22, the words "is achieved by" are unclear as they 
appear to refer to a method step within an apparatus claim and this makes the scope of 
the intended patent protection unclear. It is unclear if this is intended to define further 
limitations (structure) or if a method step is intended. If this is intended as defining 
further structure then perhaps "wherein the material stiffening comprises a polymer 
impregnated area..." would help. 

Referring to claim 20, this claim attempts to define a method step. The metes 
and bounds of the patent protection desired by this claim are unclear since this claim 
depends from an apparatus or product claim and the contents do not further limit the 
structure of the product in the independent claim. 

Referring to claim 21 , the words "is form fitted solely via bulges" are unclear. It is 
unclear how "via bulges" defines a method step or what kind of step a "bulging" entails. 
Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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Claims 10, 14, 15, 16, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brodt (2,026,961). 

Brodt teaches an ironing board including an ironing board cover attached 
thereon. Brodt teaches the ironing board cover including a padding 1 which is 
placeable on the ironing board in an intimate fashion and where a bulge or peripheral 
extension extends around the edge of the contour of the ironing board. This extension 
or bulge includes material stiffening (metallic fastener parts) along the edge for helping 
to positively attach the padding to an underside of the ironing board. Brodt teaches the 
cover as including a contour which matches that of the board and the use of snap 
fasteners (page 3, left side, line 21-22) for attaching the cover and thus padding onto 
the board in a form-fitting or positive manner. The padding is placed on the ironing 
board by first placing the pad onto the top of the ironing board and then placing the 
bulged parts against the sides of the boards and then onto the bottom or underside of 
the board (figure 4, for example). 

Claims 10, 14, 20 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Adiletta et al. (3,324,584). 

Adiletta et al. teach an ironing board including an ironing board cover attached 
thereon. Adiletta et al. teaches the ironing board cover including a padding 20 which is 
placeable on the ironing board in an intimate fashion and where a bulge or peripheral 
extension extends around the edge of the contour of the ironing board. This extension 
or bulge is positively attached to an underside of the ironing board. Adiletta et al. teach 
the cover as including a contour which matches that of the board and the use of a 
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fastener 29 for attaching the contour of the cover and thus padding onto the underside 

of the board in a form-fitting or positive manner. The padding is placed on the ironing 

board by first placing the pad onto the top of the ironing board and then placing the 

bulged parts against the sides of the boards and then onto the bottom or underside of 

the board (figure 5, for example). 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brodt 
in view of Ruttenberg (4,360,984) and over Adiletta et al. in view of Ruttenberg. 

Each, Brodt and Adiletta et al. disclose the invention substantially as claimed. 
See above for specific explanations of the structural details of each document. Briefly, 
each, Brodt and Adiletta et al. on their own teach ironing boards including ironing board 
covers comprising pads which are positively connected to the undersides of the ironing 
boards. However, neither Brodt nor Adiletta et al. suggest the padding having a 
thickness of .2 to 5 centimeters. 

Ruttenberg teaches an ironing pad having a padding layer which is at least .6 
centimeters thick and can be as thick as 1 .9 centimeters. 
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Accordingly, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of Applicant's invention to construct the padding of Ruttenberg and 
Adiletta et al., each with a thickness of at least .6 centimeters. Providing a lesser 
thickness or a greater thickness would optimize the efficiency and life of the padding 
depending on the use environment and anticipated cost to build the pad. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims 11-13 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

Claims 17 and 22 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 112. 

INQUIRIES 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ismael Izaguirre whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4987. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on (571) 272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Ismael Izaguirre/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3765 



